Upper Wapsipinicon River Watershed :: Resilience Planning
2017 Landowner Survey

Overview

In July 2017, 1,300 surveys were mailed to 1,300 landowners in the Upper Wapsipinicon River
Watershed. The goal was to assess landowners’ experiences with flooding and conservation, to
learn about landowners’ attitudes, and to contribute to an assessment of the willingness of
landowners across the watershed, as well as landowners within specific HUC 12 sub-watersheds,
to participate in water quality and quantity solutions.

As of December 2017, 251 surveys were returned, which is an approximately 19 percent response
rate. The results were compiled and reported to the Upper Wapsipinicon River Watershed
Management Authority (WMA) Board. A report on the results will also be included in the long
term plan Northeast lowa RC&D is producing for the WMA.

Audience and Response

Surveys mailed :: 1,300
Surveys returned :: 251
Response Rate :: 19%

Audience :: A list of people and companies that own land was compiled from county parcel data.
1,300 addresses were chosen at random.

Survey recipients and respondents included landowners who live in the watershed, as well as
landowners who live outside the watershed. Both landowners in municipalities and in
unincorporated areas were included in the list. Residents who do not own property/land were not
included.

Property & Residence

Is your primary residence in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed?!

m Lives in the watershed Lives outside the watershed



If not, how close do you live to the Upper Wapsi River Watershed?

m Less than 10 miles ® 10-30 miles = 30-60 miles = 60-150 miles ® More than 150 miles

Which of the following best describes your property in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed?
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Business Farmland Home in town, city Rural home Woodland
or village



Experience with Flooding

In the last 5 years, has your home, land or business in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed been
impacted by flooding?

® Yes, | have been impacted by flooding ® No, | have not been impacted by flooding

How often have you experienced flooding in the last 5 years?

Once ®m2-3times = More than 3 times



How severe was the damage from flooding?

To your home:

25%

71%

Slight damage to home = Moderate damage to home = Severe damage to home

To your farmland:

63%
Slight damage to farm Moderate damage to farm = Severe damage to farm
To your business:
75%

Slight damage to business = Moderate damage to business = Severe damage to business



Has flooding in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed affected your life in any of the following ways?

Contributed to lost business 9
Caused me to miss work 15
Caused crop damage on my land 34
Closed a road or bridge | use regularly 121
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Do you know anyone else in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed who has been impacted by flooding
in the last 5 years?

® Yes, | know others impacted by flooding

® No, I don't know anyone else impacted by flooding



Drainage and Practices

When water drains from your property, where does it go? Select all that apply.

Tile line, then pond

Storm drain, then absorbed by land

Tile line, then absorbed by land

Storm drain, then to water treatment

Storm drain, then straight into a stream or river
Tile line, then straight to stream/river

Drains directly into a stream, river or pond
Ditch, then stream or river

| don't know
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In the last 5 years, what are some of the practices you have used on your land or property to

reduce or slow runoff? .
Rain garden mmm 5

Rain barrel m—— 16

Retention structures mmm 5

Ponds mmsss 10

Contour cropping
Terraces

Cover crops
Wetlands
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No-till  m————— 36

Native cover plantings IEEEEEEEE——————— )9

Grassed waterways/buffers

| don't use any practices to reduce or slow runoff I 105
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What practices would you be interested in using on your property in the next 5 years to reduce or

slow runoff?
Rain garden

Rain barrel

Retention structures

Ponds

Contour cropping

Terraces

Cover crops

Wetlands

No-till

Native cover plantings
Grassed waterways/buffers

I'm not interested in using practices to reduce or slow runoff
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Farmland Ownership and Farm Practices

Respondents were asked if they own farmland, rent farmland, and if they farm. Overall, 40% of
respondents indicated they are involved in managing farmland in one of those 3 ways.

m Farm or own farmland m Don't farm or own farmland

Farm [ 49
Rent farmland NN 29
Own farmland | — 93
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What crops and/or livestock are raised on your farm?

Corn
Soybeans | mm—— 66
Small grains [ 4
Pasture I 16
Vegetables 8
Orchards | 3
Poultry IIINENEGE 7
Hogs 2
Beef cattle N 16
Dairycows 0

Forest/Woodlot IIINEGEGEGEE 13



Have you applied for and/or received funding to implement conservation practices through any of
the following programs?

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) [ 5
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) [ 5
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) NN 36
State cost-share [ 6
Yes, not sure which programs IS 18

No, | don't have experience with conservation... I 27

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Farmer & Farmland Owner Attitudes

I am interested in receiving conservation planning assistance, with the potential to receive
funding for adopting conservation practices.

m Strongly Agree = Agree Disagree  m Strongly Disagree

In your opinion, what are the biggest obstacles to farmers and landowners implementing
conservation practices?

Cost 50

Time [T 22

Not a good fit for my land 12

Don't know enough about the practices [|[INRNEGNGNNNNNNNNG 32
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Which of these organizations are you comfortable working with?

County SWCD I 26
Producer Associations [N 8
NRCS | —— 35
ISU Extension I 43
Farm Bureau " 26
Practical Farmers of lowa 8

FSA I 36
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Experience with Recreation

68 percent of respondents participate in some form of recreation in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed.

m Yes, | recreate in the watershed m No, | don't recreate in the watershed

Do you ever go to the Upper Wapsi River or streams or ponds in the watershed to do any of the
following? Select all that apply.

Fish 112
Canoe, kayak or float 71
Bike, walk or hike trails near water 93
swim | 20
Camp near water 46
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Attitudes toward Flooding

Flooding is a problem in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed.

= Strongly Agree = Agree Disagree = Strongly Disagree

Enough is being done in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed to reduce flood risk.

57%

m Strongly Agree = Agree Disagree = Strongly Disagree

How much do you believe each of the following contribute to flooding issues in the Upper Wapsi
River Watershed?

Urban stormwater runoff s v - S s
O8]
Tile lines 1 m——— 0 s A
I
Control structures I T L
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Tillage practice s | I s I
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Climate change | — S e o
8- |
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Attitudes toward Water Quality

How would you rate the quality of surface waters, such as rivers, streams and ponds, in the Upper
Wapsi River Watershed?

m Excellent = Good = Fair = Poor

Enough is being done in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed to improve water quality.

m Strongly Agree = Agree Disagree = Strongly Disagree

Reducing the risk of flooding and improving water quality go hand-in-hand.
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Interest in Participating in Solutions

Are you interested in learning more about what you could do to reduce flooding and/or improve
water quality in the Upper Wapsi River Watershed?

m Yes, | want to learn more m No, | don't want to learn more

1 Survey respondents were instructed to complete or skip sections based on their previous answers. Unless
otherwise noted, all answers reflected as percentages represent respondents who answered the question at
hand, not overall survey respondents.
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